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Earl's sake covered the murder of his sister.5 He was offered a
very heavy bribe if he would denounce Leicester as a murderer;
or, as it was put to him, if he would join with those ~ Norfolk,
Sussex, Heneage, and others - ewho do mind to charge him
with certain things'.

The cautious Cecil kept aloof from these party squabbles and
remained on good surface terms with Leicester, for he had
suffered once as too warm a meddler In the business. But In the
quiet of his study in April 15 66, just at the time that this attack
seems to have been preparing, he drew up tables of damning
contrasts between the Archduke and Leicester. Alongside of
the entry 'birth5 -' Born son of a knight/ he wrote of Leicester,
'his grandfather but a squire'. As for wealth- 'All of the Queen,
and in debt'. Likelihood to beat children - CA childless mar-
riage. No brother had children, and yet their wives have__

Himself married, and no children.' Likelihood to love his wife

-  * A carnal marriage begins In pleasure and ends In sorrow.*
While as for reputation - the Archduke was * honoured of all
men5, Leicester * hated of many' and *infamed by the death of
his wife'. elt will be thought*, runs another entry, 'that the
slanderous speeches of the Queen with the Earl have been true'

- speeches such as Drunken Burley's or Mother Dowe's, or the
more recent words of a Suffolk man that the Queen was a
naughty woman who could not rule her realm and was 'kept*
by Lord Robert, or the recent remark of the French ambassador
that Leicester had slept with Elizabeth on New Year's night.
'He shall study nothing\ continues Cecil's entry, 'but to en-
hance his own particular friends to wealth, to office, to lands,
and to offend others.'

It was a difficult situation, but Elizabeth apparently managed
It with skill, if to the contentment of few. Perhaps she recalled
Leicester to Court to balk the attack upon him. At any rate, her
behaviour, Cecil told a confidant, was blameless. She was seri-
ous over the Archduke's suit, he continued, although progress
was hindered by many obstacles. God direct her to marriage in
some place, was his prayer, for otherwise her reign will prove
very troublesome and unquiet.